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The Nobel Prize
in Economics

A Curated Reading List

Sixteen essential works tracing the ideas, lives, and legacies

of the economists who shaped a discipline — and a prize.

16 Books • 9 Original • 7 Recommended • Compiled 2026

About This List

The Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences has, since its first award in 1969, served as both a mirror and a
shaping force in the development of economic thought. The sixteen books gathered here offer multiple angles of entry
into that history: autobiographies and interviews with laureates themselves; critical studies of the prize’s ideological
dimensions; and broader histories of how economic ideas are made, contested, and spread. The list opens with nine
originally curated titles, followed by seven additional works — including books by Nobel laureates Banerjee & Duflo
(2019), Thaler (2017), Acemoglu (2024), and Goldin (2023). Each entry carries direct links to Amazon and Goodreads.
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PART ONE—ORIGINAL READING LIST 9 Essential Works

01. Intellectual Capital: Forty Years of the Nobel Prize in Economics
Thomas Karier 2010

A landmark survey of the first forty years of Nobel laureates in Economics. Karier traces the intellectual currents
— Keynesian, monetarist, behavioural, game-theoretic — that have defined and divided the profession since
1969, and asks candidly whether prize-winning ideas have truly rendered the greatest service to mankind.

Amazon | Goodreads

02. Nobel Prize Women in Science: Their Lives, Struggles, and Momentous Discoveries
Sharon Bertsch McGrayne 2001

A corrective and compelling history of fifteen women whose scientific contributions were Nobel-worthy yet
routinely overlooked or credited to male colleagues. McGrayne restores their names and recovers their legacies
with meticulous research and narrative flair.

Amazon | Goodreads

03. Inside the Economist’s Mind: Conversations with Eminent Economists
Paul A. Samuelson & William A. Barnett (Eds.) 2006

Candid, wide-ranging conversations with the giants of twentieth-century economics — including Arrow,
Friedman, Tobin, and Lucas — revealing how ideas are actually born, contested, and refined. A rare window
into the human drama behind economic thought.

Amazon | Goodreads

04. Conversations with Leading Economists: Interpreting Modern Macroeconomics
Brian Snowdon & Howard R. Vane 1999

Rigorous in-depth interviews with macroeconomists from every major school — Keynesian, monetarist, new
classical, and post-Keynesian. An indispensable survey of the great controversies in macroeconomics, told in the
protagonists’ own words.

Amazon | Goodreads

05. Intellectual Journeys of Recent, Mostly ‘Defunct’ Economists
Ed. Various 2004

A rare and intimate collection tracing the personal and scholarly evolution of economists whose influence quietly
persists long after the spotlight has moved on. A meditation on how ideas outlast reputations.

Amazon | Goodreads

06. Reflections of Eminent Economists
Michael Szenberg & Lall Ramrattan (Eds.) 2004

Twenty-six prominent scholars detail their professional development in autobiographical essays, with candour
and humour. Foreword by Nobel laureate Kenneth Arrow, who praised the volume’s insights into the sociology
of the economics profession.
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/0521763266
https://www.goodreads.com/search?q=Intellectual+Capital+Karier+Nobel+Prize
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0309072700
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/149285.Nobel_Prize_Women_in_Science
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1405159170
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/303641.Inside_the_Economist_s_Mind
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Conversations+Leading+Economists+Snowdon+Vane
https://www.goodreads.com/search?q=Conversations+Leading+Economists+Snowdon+Vane
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Intellectual+Journeys+Defunct+Economists
https://www.goodreads.com/search?q=Intellectual+Journeys+Defunct+Economists
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Amazon | Goodreads

07. Eminent Economists: Their Life Philosophies
Michael Szenberg (Ed.) 1992

An unusually personal volume in which towering figures of the discipline — Samuelson, Solow, Stigler, and
others — speak not as theorists but as human beings: about doubt, motivation, failure, and what it means to
pursue truth in a social science.

Amazon | Goodreads

08. Samuelsonian Economics and the Twenty-First Century
Michael Szenberg, Lall Ramrattan & Aron A. Gottesman (Eds.) 2006

A comprehensive reassessment of Paul Samuelson’s foundational contributions — from welfare economics and
international trade to finance and macroeconomics — featuring essays by six Nobel laureates and assessing their
continuing relevance in a globalised world.

Amazon | Goodreads

09. The Nobel Factor: The Prize in Economics, Social Democracy, and the Market Turn
Avner Offer & Gabriel Söderberg 2016

Drawing on previously sealed Swedish central bank archives, Offer and Söderberg reveal how the prize was
designed to lend scientific authority to market liberalism. Intellectual history at its most unsettling and necessary.
Shortlisted for multiple best-of-year lists.

Amazon | Goodreads

PART TWO—ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDED READING 7 Further Works

10. Lives of the Laureates: Thirty-Two Nobel Economists
William Breit & Barry T. Hirsch (Eds.) — MIT Press 2009, 7th ed.

Autobiographical essays by thirty-two Nobel laureates — including Friedman, Arrow, Solow, Sen, and Roth
— offer an informal yet profound history of modern economic thought. Each account illuminates both the
intellectual and the person behind the ideas.

Amazon | Goodreads

11. TheNobel Laureates: How theWorld’s Greatest EconomicMinds ShapedModern Thought
Marilu Hurt McCarty 2000

A nontechnical yet rigorous tour through the lives and ideas of 44 Nobel Prize-winning economists. McCarty
links each laureate’s biography to the historical circumstances that animated their work, making theory feel
alive and consequential.

Amazon | Goodreads

12. Good Economics for Hard Times
Abhijit V. Banerjee & Esther Duflo — Nobel Prize 2019 2019
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https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Reflections+Eminent+Economists+Szenberg
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/9908780-reflections-of-eminent-economists
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Eminent+Economists+Life+Philosophies+Szenberg
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2473876.Eminent_Economists
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Samuelsonian+Economics+Twenty-First+Century
https://www.goodreads.com/search?q=Samuelsonian+Economics+Twenty-First+Century
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Nobel+Factor+Offer+Soderberg
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29452509-the-nobel-factor
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=Lives+Laureates+Nobel+Economists+Breit+Hirsch
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52052117-lives-of-the-laureates
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0071356142
https://www.goodreads.com/search?q=Nobel+Laureates+McCarty+Greatest+Economic+Minds
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Two of the world’s most decorated development economists apply the tools of their trade to the defining
challenges of the era: immigration, inequality, trade, and climate breakdown. Rigorous evidence meets accessible
prose. A landmark of engaged public economics.

Amazon | Goodreads

13. Misbehaving: The Making of Behavioral Economics
Richard H. Thaler — Nobel Prize 2017 2015

Part memoir, part manifesto, Thaler recounts how a small group of economists armed with psychology and
irreverence dismantled the assumption of rational agents that had anchored the discipline for generations. Witty,
combative, and genuinely important.

Amazon | Goodreads

14. Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and Poverty
Daron Acemoglu & James A. Robinson — Acemoglu, Nobel Prize 2024 2012

A generation-defining argument: the divergence between rich and poor nations is explained not by geography,
culture, or ignorance but by political and economic institutions. Economic history written with the sweep of a
great novel.

Amazon | Goodreads

15. Career and Family: Women’s Century-Long Journey toward Equity
Claudia Goldin — Nobel Prize 2023 2021

Goldin’s landmark study traces five cohorts of American college-educated women across the twentieth century
to explain why the gender pay gap persists even when qualifications are equal. A quietly devastating work of
economic history from Harvard’s most celebrated labour economist.

Amazon | Goodreads

16. The Worldly Philosophers: The Lives, Times and Ideas of the Great Economic Thinkers
Robert L. Heilbroner 1953 / revised 1999

The perennial classic. Heilbroner tells the story of economic thought as intellectual biography— from Adam
Smith and Ricardo through Marx and Veblen to Keynes and Schumpeter. An essential foundation for every title
on this list and the second-best-selling economics text of all time.

Amazon | Goodreads

USEFUL LINKS Online Resources

Nobel Prize Official — Economics Laureates
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/economic-sciences/

MIT Press — Lives of the Laureates Series
https://direct.mit.edu/books/edited-volume/4858/

Five Books — Expert Economics Recommendations
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/1610399501
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51014619-good-economics-for-hard-times
https://www.amazon.com/dp/039335279X
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/26530355-misbehaving
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0307719227
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19049175-why-nations-fail
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0691201781
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/57570032-career-and-family
https://www.amazon.com/dp/068486214X
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/82120.The_Worldly_Philosophers
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/economic-sciences/
https://direct.mit.edu/books/edited-volume/4858/
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https://fivebooks.com/category/economics/

American Economic Association
https://www.aeaweb.org/

Goodreads — Books by Nobel Economics Winners
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/117178

Blinkist — Nobel Laureates in Economics
https://www.blinkist.com/en/content/collections/blinks-by-nobel-laureates-in-economics
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https://fivebooks.com/category/economics/
https://www.aeaweb.org/
https://www.goodreads.com/list/show/117178
https://www.blinkist.com/en/content/collections/blinks-by-nobel-laureates-in-economics

